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What's inside

Did you know...? Fast facts about Polystyrene

Ingot machines makes Polystyrene recycling feasible

A high volume recycling programme has been established by the Polystyrene
Packaging Council.
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Alert on Biodegradable
Plastics

The debate around packaging waste
has been going on for years and
numerous solutions have been sought
to solve the problem. The latest
development is the manufacturing of
biodegradable plastics.
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Bread tags for

Wheelchairs

i Did you know that the tags keeping
EM| your bread bags closed are made from
(8| high impact polystyrene?
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Fast facts about Polystyrene
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Polystyrene has the

Ingot machines

A high volume recycling programme has been established by the Polystyrene
Packaging Council.

With huge success, large numbers of Polystyrene is compressed into sausage-
like ingots by the first locally-made Ingot machine, which is operational in
Pretoria North.

The advantages of recycling your polystyrene by using an Ingot
machine include:

O  Only about five percent (5%) of foam packaging is Polystyrene,
the rest is air. The making of Ingots out of the Polystyrene creates
an improved carbon footprint when transporting the Polystyrene,
as the Ingot condenses the Polystyrene up to 200 times its original
density.

Life cycle studies have shown that the recycling of Polystyrene has
the best environmental impact compared to land filling.
Polystyrene already has a very low carbon footprint due to the
lightness of the product, and recycling the material makes it a
better option.

The market for recycled polystyrene in SA is great and by compressing the
polystyrene and allowing recyclers to work with large quantities, it makes polystyrene
a feasible and unique product to recycle.
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Cappuccino Mix
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Alert on Biodegradable Plastics

The debate around packaging waste has been going on for years and numerous
solutions have been sought to solve the problem. The latest development is the
manufacturing of biodegradable plastics.

* The plastics recycling industry in South Africa is well established, but one of the most
challenging issues they face is to build confidence and trust in recycled materials.

* Recycled plastics is a viable material to use in products such as irrigation pipes and builders
firms, but it is very difficult to identify and sort biodegradable products in recycling facilities,
so when landing in the waste stream, it will affect the technical integrity of the recycled
products.

* When choosing to use biodegradable products, one should know that there are no drop-
off points that the consumer can take the products to. The plastics should be degraded in
a compost heap in your own yard.

* Very stringent methods and policies apply, as the materials in the compost heap will exude
methane gases that have a negative impact on the environment, making the use of
biodegradable products not as cut-and-dry as one would think.

* The best option is still recycling and polystyrene is a viable and sustainable product to
recycle.
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Run for the breadbin!
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